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W Students taking part in the even

Fun for entrepreneurs

THE Global Entreprencurship
Week concluded yesterday,
after an intense programme of
activitics for young entrepre-
neurs.

It was an initiative of
Kaulfman Foundation, a lead-
ing global organisation which
nurtures young business lead-
ers,

It was organised by 02
Marketing Communications,
hosted by AMA University
and attended by stodents of
various nationalities.

© Students were divided into
four groups, to discuss various
issues and ideas, ineluding the
and cons of starling a
business in Bahrain and the.
Middle East.

At the end of the event, the
group with the best husiness
idea won a sponsorship to go
to the UAE to share their
ideas with students from dif-
ferent universities in Dubal.

The winning group intro-
duced the idea of developing a

wehsite offering video adver-
tisements to promote entrepre-
neurs’ ideas, to give them the
opporiunity to expose their
ideas to the world, in order for
them to make it happen.

Seventy countries took part
in the week, but only two in
the Arab world, Bahrain and
Moroceo.

02 Marketing Communi-
cations managing director
Mohammed Al Johmani said
that the young people who
took part in the event high-
lighted their unigue abilities
and innovative ideas.

“Mot only did they work
extremely hard but they
worked well as individuals
and in their designated
groups,” he said.

“The week has been
extremely successful. It has
heen a positive experience for
the young people that took
part and will hopefully
encourage them o porsoe
their business venlures.
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Global Entrepreneurship Week Comes to an end in
Bahrain

The Global Entrepreneurship Week came to an end on the 23" November after an intense week of full on
activities, seminars and events for young entrepreneurs.

The Global Entrepreneurship Week was attended by youth from all over the world who descended upon the
capital from 17" - 23" November. Exchanging ideas and opinions the young entrepreneurs were able to talk
freely with other aspiring visionaries about their own business ideas and ventures.

The event is an initiative of Kauffman Foundation, a leading global organization that takes care of young
business leaders. It is organized by O2 Marketing Communications and hosted by AMA University in
Manama.

During the "Global Entrepreneurship Week" the students were divided into four groups. Each group met with
different Universities and students where they were asked to talk to the students and encourage them to
pursue their ideas.

The four groups met with the main organizer and host of Entrepreneurship Week, AMA University, on the
last day to discuss what they had learnt and how they had benefited from the weeks activities.

The groups have discussed different issues and ideas such as Women rights and education, also business
through advertisement videos and youth organization. Students have discussed the pros and cons of
starting a business and entrepreneurship opportunities in the Middle East and Bahrain.

At the end of the event, the group with the best business idea won a sponsorship to go to the UAE and to
share their ideas with students from different universities in Dubai. The winning group had introduced the
idea of developing a website specialized in video Ads helping entrepreneurship advertise their
entrepreneurship ideas, to give them the opportunity to expose their ideas to the world, in order for them to
make it happen.

Throughout the world over 11,000 activities were launched during Entrepreneurship Week. Seventy of the
world's countries have already taken part in this event, while the Arab world participation was be restricted to
two countries; Bahrain and Morocco.

At that end of the closing ceremony, Mr. Mohammed Al Johmani, Managing Director of O2 Marketing
Communications, said: "The young people who took part in Entrepreneurship week highlighted their unique
abilities and innovative ideas. Not only did they work extremely hard but they worked well as individuals and
in their designated groups."

Mr. Johmani added: "The week has been extremely successful. It has been a positive experience for the
young people that took part and will hopefully encourage them to pursue their business ventures." Mr.
Johmani also called upon businesses in the Arab World to embrace the vision and enthusiasm of young
entrepreneurs, stating that they are our future and should be encouraged to reach their potential. "By



encouraging young people with entrepreneurial talent to pursue their passions we will help create a better
world," concluded Mr. Johamni in his closing speech.

With an estimated 10-15 million people unemployed in the Arab World, the Entrepreneurship Week
highlighted the value that these young leaders can bring to the region. "Although the Arab World has the
highest level of unemployment in the world, it does not have to remain like this," said: Mr. Johmani. Current
predictions estimate that by the end of 2009 there could be as many as 25 million people unemployed in the
Arab World.

In order to reduce the high level of unemployment in the Arab World, researchers have highlighted the
importance of job creation through new business ventures, with an emphasis on encouraging young
entrepreneurs under the age of 30 years old.

Mr. Jonathan Ortmans, Senior Fellow at Kauffman Foundation and the initiator of the Global
Entrepreneurship Week, said: "I am extremely pleased with the success of the week's events. We would like
to thank all of the sponsors including O2 for organizing this event and AMA University for hosting it."

Ayman Al Ajami, GM of AIG concluded by saying that he was extremely satisfied with the positive results
and feedback from the Entrepreneurship week and noted that the 2009 Entrepreneurship Week will be held
in the USA.

- Ends -
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‘Global Entrepreneurship Week' in Bahrain

Activities of the “Global Entrepreneurship Week”, an initiative of Kauffman Foundation, have kicked off in Bahrain.

The event, which is held for the first time in the Middle East region, is organized by O2 Marketing Communications
with the aim of encouraging the youth to express their ideas and present their initiatives and support them to
materialise their dreams, said a statement.

It is co-sponsored by IBM, Ernst and Young, and NYSE, with Al Waqt newspaper as an official media partner and
TradeArabia as an online partner. It is hosted by AMA University in Manama.

Activities of the 'Global Entrepreneurship Week' include the gathering of students from all over the world to present
their innovative ideas and creative initiatives and to discuss them with their peers.

They seek to benefit from the expertise of elite of prominent business leaders and experts and famous
businessmen who will provide advice and give guidelines on how to change these ideas into reality, the statement
said.

Additionally, the 'Global Entrepreneurship Week' will include 11,000 activities that will be launched around the
world. Seventy countries will take part in this event, while the Arab world participation will be restricted to two
States: Bahrain and Morocco.

Efforts will not be limited to the organization of the 'Global Entrepreneurship Week', but they will continue to
support young business leaders. Therefore, a meeting will be held in the US in March 2009 to assess the outcome
and make proper decisions.

In his speech at the beginning of the launch ceremony, Mohammed Al Johmani, managing director of O2
Marketing Communications, said: 'This gathering aims at adopting the creative ideas of the youth who are under
30 years, those who have not had the chance to materialise their ideas. It also offers opportunity for the youth from
all over the world to meet, exchange ideas and mix with other cultures.'

'Providing the youth with the opportunities to establish their entreprises and to tap the business sector demands,
uniting the efforts of all government and non-government organizations in the fields of education, business and
media,” said Al Johmani.

He lauded the Young Arab Leaders Organisation's support of the 'Global Entrepreneurship Week'.



Jonathan Ortmans, senior fellow at Kauffman Foundation, the initiator of the Global Entrepreneurship Week,
lauded the pivotal role played by O2 Marketing Communications to organise this prominent global event which is
held in Bahrain and launched at the same time in 70 countries around the world.

Ortmans said private organisations have an exceptional chance to contribute to the prosperity of the human race
and to encourage the youth to enter the business world. He highlighted the leading role played by Kauffman
Foundation and its vast experience that extend to more than 15 years in supporting entrepreneurs in the world.

Ayman Al Ajmi, general manager of AIG of Bahrain, discussed the main obstacles faced by Arab business leaders
and ways of overcoming them.

He stressed the importance of the concerted efforts of private and public organisations to support Arab business
leaders to establish themselves and prove their ability to serve their communities first and then to achieve
universality and act as ambassadors of their countries on the global arena.
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CARING YOUNG BUSINESS LEADERS: Moharmmed Al Johmani (right) and Ayam AT Ajmi

Entrepreneurship meet on

Bursiness Correspomdeni

A major forum organised by 02 Marketing
Communications with the aim ef cncouraging
wouth to express their ideas and present theie ini-
Listives and supporting them to materialise their
aspirations kicked ol yesterday.

Thae event, fos the first time in e Middle East
region, is an initintive of Kauffman Foundation.
leading global orpnisation 1aking care af young
husiness leaders. Tt is co-sponsored by 1BM, Emst
and Young and Mew York Stock Exchange an
Tosted by ARAA University in Mananei,

Aclivities of the lobal Enwrcpreneurship
Weele (GEW) Include o gatliering of hundreds of
thowsands of smidents whe have come from all
over the world to prescnt their innovative idess
and ereative nitintives and t discuss them with
their peers, They seck (o banclil from the cxpert-
ise of clite of prominent business leaders,
experts and noted businessimen wh will provide
pelvice and give guidelines on how o transform
ihese ideas (nto reality.

Additiomally, GEW will include 1 | ono
activities that will b lautehed oround the world,
Seventy countries will take part in the evenl

while Aral world participation will be restrictel
te tw countries; Bahrain and Moroces.

Efforts will not b limited 1o the organisition
of GEW but will continue (o suppon young busi-
aess leaders. Therefore, n meeting will be Teld n
the USA in March (o assess outcomes, making
propes decisions.

~The event provides youth with the oppori-

‘pities 10 calbiish themselves as cnireprencurs

andl 10 tap business-sector densurls uniting the
efforts of all government and non-povernmentil
arganisations in all fields of education, busincss
and miedin Mohpmmed Al Johmani, managing
ditector ol 02 Marketing Communications, =i,

“This is very imporiant 10 offer chances and
open doons for' the coming gencrations and o
scupport them 1o reveal their creativity, 1o make
their way into the business world and 10 eon-
(ribite 16 their countrics' development.”

“This makes ws more worried because
they indicate o lack of programmes and plans
aiming al ending the phenomenon,” Al
Tohmani said. Ayman Al Ajmi, general msi-
ager of AIG of Bahrain, discussed the main
abstacles faced by Arab busines leaders and
ways of overcoming them.
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